
TECH OPPORTUNITIES ARE IN LOUISVILLE!

Is your tech company looking for a great place 
to do business, with available workforce and  
a competitive cost of doing business that’s  
just an overall cool place to live?

Louisville is ready for you! 

EST. 1778

Louisville is a competitive and authentic 
global city that notable tech companies such 
as Appriss and Waystar call home. Louisville 
is a strategic location for thousands of 
companies because of our value proposition 
of world-class amenities and competitive cost 
of doing business. Among these companies, 
Kindred Healthcare, Humana, Yum! Brands, 
Brown-Forman, Texas Roadhouse and UPS 
host tech centers in Louisville, some with 
more than 1,000 employees each.

SmartAsset recently named us one of the 
top 15 cities for women in tech, and CNBC 
ranked us one of the top 15 cities in the 
country attracting the most millennials.

Affordable Louisville
Louisville’s average office lease 
rate is $17.58 per square foot – 
half the price of Austin and one-
third the price of San Francisco.

Louisville has the second most 
affordable office lease rates  
in the U.S. 

Louisville’s workforce is ready 
to support business growth. 
Louisville has a 20,000-person 
strong tech talent pool, growing 
education and workforce 
pipelines, and is centrally located.

Cost of Living Index 
(MSA Level)

San Francisco 124.7
New York 122.0
Boston 111.1 
Seattle 110.5
Denver 106.0
Chicago 103.8
Austin 100.0
Raleigh 95.9
Nashville 94.4
Columbus 93.0
Louisville 91.0
Cincinnati 89.6
Source: 2016 BEA RPP 

Median Annual Earnings

Software Developers, Applications  $78,900.11

Software Developers, Systems Software $85,096.97
Source: Emsi 2019



Tech Talent

Louisville’s thriving college and university landscape is buoyed by higher  
education partners providing additional recruitment pipelines from technology- 
focused programs within 4 hours of Greater Louisville.

Jefferson Community & Technical College’s new $24 million, 52,000-square- 
foot Advanced Manufacturing & Information Technology Center (above) will 
house computer and information technology, computer manufacturing, and 
engineering electronics technology programs to meet industry demand for 
education and training. 

Bellarmine University provides a liberal arts-based curriculum paired with real-
world experiences for students in their Computer Science program and Data 
Analytics certification. In addition to University of Louisville’s comprehensive 
Computer Information Systems, Computer Science and Computer Engineering, 
Business Analytics, and Health Data Analytics programs, UofL is changing the  
tech training and education landscape with its state of the art IBM Skills Academy.

Code Louisville offers software development and customized trainings for 
companies with specific needs. Courses include web development in many 
languages: Python, C#/.Net, Node.js and front-end development (HTML, CSS,  
and JavaScript + JavaScript framework). Since May 2015, more than 1,000 
Louisvillians achieved more than 1,500 course completions, and 355 graduates  
are employed in a tech-related job or received a promotion.

The Software Guild is a high-level boot camp/apprenticeship code development 
program aimed at providing students the skillset needed to become entry-level 
software developers launched in 2015. Students learn how to code utilizing  
.NET/C# or Java programming. 

Major Tech Investments
Louisville was one of five cities selected to receive $3 million for the inaugural 
AdvancingCities grant from JP Morgan Chase & Co., part of which is for Tech 
Louisville, a new program aimed at connecting residents to entry-level IT support  
jobs through the Google IT Support Professional Certificate.

IBM is launching its first-ever Skills Academy at the University of Louisville with a 
donation of up to $5 million to provide education, training, and workforce development 
support in artificial intelligence, blockchain, cybersecurity and cloud computing. The 
academy will be housed in the newly created Center for Digital Transformation.

Louisville and Microsoft have partnered to create the first regional Microsoft hub for 
artificial intelligence, Internet of Things, and data science, working with education, 
workforce, and business partners to strengthen and diversify the city’s core industries.

LouTechWorks
In summer 2019, Louisville announced an effort to quintuple the 
growth of the area’s tech workforce, involving multiple public-private 
partnerships at all levels of the community, including universities, 
training programs, and employers who actively participated in 
identifying the skills of their diverse future workforces. Various 
programs train our students with competency in SQL, Python, 
JavaScript, C Sharp, Java, CSS HTML, and many other platforms. 

To learn more, go to loutechworks.org. 
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Home Ownership
The living is easy in Louisville. You can own a home for less than 
$200,000 – complete with a yard and garage, a short walk to a 300-
acre park, and quality K-12 school options. Louisville’s diverse network 
of safe and inclusive neighborhoods provides the backdrop for 
enjoying all that the city has to offer.  

Glassdoor named us among top 10 cities where pay  
goes the furthest.
• Median Home Value: $159,000 
• Median apartment rental rate: $800
• The downtown residential population is expanding quickly: 17% 

increase in market-rate residential units in the last 5 years.

Inclusivity & Compassion
Louisville understands the need and importance of inclusivity & 
compassion. For four years in a row, the Human Rights Campaign has 
awarded Louisville a perfect-100 score on the Municipal Equality 
Index, one of the few cities in the United States with such a score.

Easy Commute
Louisville offers short, low-stress daily commutes that average about 
20 minutes. You can take advantage of Louisville’s bus system and 
bike network to explore the city, including recent investments in more 
than 200 miles of bike lanes and other infrastructure. Louisville’s bike 
share program, LouVelo, has 32 stations across Louisville with more 
than 320 bikes. Louisville also is home to fleets of Bird, Bolt and Lime 
scooters, with more on the way!

Soccer
Purple smoke means only one thing: that Louisville City FC, our back-
to-back championship USL soccer team, is playing. The team has broken 
its own attendance records year over year and will be in a brand new, 
$200 million, 35-acre soccer stadium complex by spring 2020.

Parks & Recreation 
Louisville’s history as a city that embraces our natural surroundings 
dates back more than a hundred years. At the turn of the 20th century, 
city leaders commissioned Frederick Law Olmsted to create a network 
of parks that remain the centerpiece of our more than 18,000 acres of 
urban parkland, including the 6,600-acre Jefferson Memorial Forest, 
the largest municipal forest in the U.S. Louisville’s love affair with the 
outdoors provides residents easy access to parks.

Eat, Drink, Repeat 
Lots of cities talk about their culinary scene, but how many have been 
named the World’s Best Food City by National Geographic? Just one. 
Louisville is home to Iron Chefs, Top Chefs, Food Network stars, James 
Beard-nominated chefs and restaurants, more independent restaurants 
per capita than any city outside the Big Apple, and a bubbling craft beer 
scene. And the perfect nightcap is right at hand with the world’s best 
collection of bourbon and bourbon bars along our Urban Bourbon Trail.

LIVABLE LOUISVILLE
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How Can Louisville Forward Help? 

Louisville Forward, the economic and community development arm of Louisville Metro 
Government, has a dedicated concierge staff providing assistance to make sure your 
vision becomes reality and that your best opportunity to succeed is in Louisville.

We build talent pipelines for you & locate available talent 
In Louisville, we help current and prospective businesses develop solutions to meet 
their present and future workforce needs. Our team works continuously with partners 
in Louisville’s workforce ecosystem to identify best practices in workforce development 
to grow a highly-skilled and competitive talent pool. Think of us as your one-stop-shop 
for all things workforce, talent attraction, and recruitment.

We find you real estate
From open-concept historic warehouses to gorgeous Class A office space, Louisville 
has a multitude of options to fit your company’s needs. As your business concierge, 
Louisville Forward can pull available options as you define your footprint here. We’ll 
give you the scoop on the right location for you! 

We get you incentives
Louisville Forward is your first stop for workforce support dollars and tax incentives. 
We’re experts at combining support programs to drive business growth. Let us show  
you how we can partner to build success in the Louisville community. 

Connectivity
Air Service – You can get there from here!
Louisville Muhammad Ali International Airport (SDF) 
offers over 80 daily departures to more than 30 nonstop 
destinations, including:

• 15 daily nonstop flights to Chicago area airports

• 9 daily nonstop flights to New York City

• 9 daily nonstop flights to D.C. area airports

• 8 daily nonstop flights to Atlanta 

• 7 daily nonstop flights to Dallas

• Daily nonstop flight to LAX

Contact US
Mary Ellen Wiederwohl
Chief, Louisville Forward 
Louisville Metro Government 
Maryellen.wiederwohl@louisvilleky.gov  
(502) 574-5768 

Rebecca Fleischaker 
Director, Department of Economic Development
Louisville Metro Government 
rebecca.fleischaker@louisvilleky.gov  
(502) 574-2974
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